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Viss Currie as she was at work in the Biological Station at 
St. Andrew's last summer, where she took work for six weeks 
under Professor Willey. He re her aw @ Capable person, 
Wousd yOu kindly report to me as soon a possibie as 

Ought to ig week tO fake adpointrents ? 


BoTANICAL LABORATORIES 


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 


MEY. O. 9. bP Lo... FOL 


The President, 
University of Toronto. 
Dear Mr. President, 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter written to Mr. W. A. 
MeCubbin relative to Miss Currie, and of two received from Mr. 
McCubbin, one to Miss Currie, the other to myself. 

Mr, MeCubbin has been within the last two weeks made 
responsible to Mr. J. H. Grisdale, Director of the Dominion 
Experimental Farms. This was done because of the removal of the 
Dominion Botanist, Mr. Gussow, & German subject. It is Mr. 
Grisdale who has vetoed McCubbin's recommendation of Miss Currie 
for work to be done at St.Catharines under the direct supervision 
of McCubbin, Whether or not Grisdale has a prejudice against 
women, I cannot say - though it looks that way. 

However that may be, it is important-that the women 
trained in our laboratories be given @ chance to prove themselves, 
not as a class, but as individuals, and so every effort should be 
made to secure recognition of Miss Currie under the circumstances 
with which you are now familiar, I highly value your offer to 
help in this matter, and think a letter from you to Mr. Grisdale 
would be valuable. Might I suggest immediate action, as the 
fruiting season of the fungus has begun and its period is short. 


There are other ways of reaching Mr. Grisdale ~ as for example, 
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through the Dominion Minister of Agriculture, Sir Edmund Osler, 
etc., but the direct way first seems best,as it may well be that 
he has not quite fully understood that Miss Currie is not expected 
to go out into the field to supervise the rust inspectors. 

I saw McCubbin yesterday, and any representations we 


may make are with his full approval. 


Respectfully yours, 


ie 


COPY 


St. Catharines, Ont., 
May 8, 1917. 


Dear Dr. Faull,- 


I would like to ask if among the student graduates of 
your department there are any who would be qualified and available 
for taking up, under direction perhaps, some research problems 
in connection with the White Pine Blister kust disease, 

We are still in need of two assistants for this phase 
of the work this summer, one of those recommended having taken 
up other work, while the other, Miss Currie, has been refused 
on the ground that a man would more properly carry out this 
work, 

If you can suggest anyone and can recommend them as 
capable of filling the position, I shall be greatly obliged. 

Very truly yours, 


W. A. MceCubbin, 


COPY 


St. Catharines, Ont. 
May 8, 1917. 


Dear Miss Currie,- 


I regret to inform you that my application for your 
employment here during the summer, has been refused on the 
ground that this work would more properly be the function of 


a& mane. 


Very truly yours, 


W. A. MeCubbin. 


"oromto, May 10, 76 


Mt a o> a & MeCubbin, Mode g 
Pield Leborate ry of Plant Pathology, 
St,.Catharines, Ont. 
Dear Mr, HMeCubbin 


ET am in receipt of your letter of the 6th. inst. in 
which you Snnounce two vacancies in your experimental force, and 


the rejection of your recommendation of Mies Currie for ene of 


The turning-down of Mise Currie is a sore disappointment 
to me, especially es she is refused solely on the ground "thet a 


moan would more properly carry out this work." It seems to me 
there must be some misapprehension regarding this case - possibly 
not & clear understanding 
the duties of this assistant. AS I understand it, you are 
asking the assistant to determine by inoculations of currant 
bushes brought into an experimental greenhouse the length of time 
the spores of the blister rust of the pine retain their power of 
esusing infection - an investigation of importance in connection 
with the drafting of sanitary and other preventive regulations. 
This is thus mainly an indoor problem demanding intelligence, 
honesty, patience, extreme care, and a hand trained by laboratory 
practice 

Miss Currie possesses these qualifications, She took 
a thorough course in experimental plant physiology under Professor 


Pe. Ek, LLoyd at MeGill University, and I am informed by him that 


She made an excellent record, in addition he assigned to her a 


My. We As MoCubbin, 


part of one of his originel researches on colloids - he, and two 


% <r nt os an ff ‘ nen 
othere have repeated the experiments performed by her, ond ob- 


tained preaisely the same results. During the present year she 
has been in my taboratory devoting herself exelusively to practical 
itycology and Plant Pathology, an@d I have found her all that is 
already affirmeé of her, and deft, esrnest ani industrious besides. 
She has messured up to the recommendations of her made by Professor 


ad 
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A. B. Macalilum, Chairman of the Honorary Advisory Council for 
3 “< iy 4 Dreannral an ~ A my er. eee ee 

Sciontific and Industrial Resocarch, who haa@ some opportunity 


Hy Re er ey ee bs Slat aed Beak an: ak G+ Aww 
seoing her at work in the Biclogical Stution at St. Andrews, 


this kind ever issued from the Department, and will be printed. 
In itt She has laid sure foundations for an extended study of the 
of & group of microorganisms. 
I aa unreserved in stating my belie? that she will render 
service quite as satisfactory as @ man a5 a collaborator or under 
Girecticn in the investigation you have projected. Besides, 
shoulé there be field work, she would not hesitate to don the 
overalls ag many other women ere doing in these days of stress 
she has done it before, 

The employment of women in such @ position is no longer 
@ novelty. £3 & special instructor at Cornell University, I 
have come into contact with many women who are engaged in prac- 
tical scientific work of all sorts - even practical agriculture. 


Women have for some years now been employed by the Bureau of 


pein Q y @ A * Me Cubbd in @ 


Plent Industry at Washington. I need but cite such names eas 


Mrs. Flore Pettewson, the official Mycologist of the Bureau, Miss 
tel! © 


Caroline Rumbeld, special field investigator of Chestnut-blight, 
and af @ result of this work, an authority on the internal 
therapeutics of plants, Miss Margaret Ferguson, now heed of the 
Department of Botany at Wellesley Coliegs, whose work for the 


Bureau on limshroom culture has given us & classic bulletin on the 
gexmination of mushroom spores. Dr. Erwin #. Smith, of the 
Sane Bureau, easily the most distinguished plant bacteriolo 


s 


in the world, has frequently co 


je 


laborated with or directed women 

assistants. Thus his papers on "Crown gali",the most elaborate 

studies on a bacterial plant disease ever published,are given out 
with the mames of Nellie A. Brown and Lucy McCulloch as joint 


euthors. From his department we Likewise have such studies as 


4 
3 


"A bacterial Disease of Lettuce” by Nellie A. Bravm, "A bacterial 
Nesturtium Wilt" by Mary K. Bryan, "A bacterial Gausa of Citrus 
Canker" by Clara H. Hasse. And so on the list might be long 
extended, for there are many women workers in this field in the 
United States and in England. 

i am anxious that you give Miss Currie a chance - 
especially in these days when so many noble women are doing their 
pest to fill up the gaps in the ranks of the home workers, My 
personal acquaintance with your chief is elight, but his efficient 
labors have been followed for many years, and I can scarcely 


believe that he is blinded by a sex prejudice, and anticipate 


Mre We Ap MeCubdin. 


that if the matter is again placed before him fully he will accede 
to the apoointment of Miss Currie in connection with your plans 
for working out your own salvation and incidentally the salvation 
of ovr currants and white pine. 


In regard to snother assistant - I would that circum- 


stances were such that we hed Mr. E. H. Mose with us, & clase-mate 


front. The next best thing I can do is to give your the names 


~4F F my ES % batd my v9 H Tiny he v8 hy, Y “ 

sf Meesre, BR. N. Johmeton and A. W. HeCallum - but with a reser- 
PN tee ee eo Mhagna waitin ' ; me pete a4 ; stn « z £ Bos) sede oy 
vation. These young men are epraduating this year in Forestry 
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aud ere declared by the Dean of the Faculty to be very bright 


" 4 
oa AL, asi | sais Seek (bs ogg pore fi 24 any) DD 19 Gitte. ' a ae a eee “Nt A. as 
SVEMOINeS, goyo Q7i ¢ psy: VESPeCctrlveLye HEX ear the ¥ ret HUY BO 


As ae 4. 4 ne 4w, +f yy 4 rate A fi + 4 eee eo Fy 2 
devote their entire time to eraduate work in Plant Pathology. 
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They are estimable young men in evory Tespect, Witla selie puttons, 
uot ie doy whe x x ony dase Ob 3 yt a 4 g os Se n+) A % S uat > 
up-standing, with elean lives and clean features, and inquiring 
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minds, and I look forward with much savistas tion to having them 


with me in their chosen subject. You will see, however, that 
they lack much of the laboratory experience already acquired by 
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Miss Currie. You, however, will know best whether or not 
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micht serve your purpose, 
With best wishes for success in your newly-enlarred 


sphere of labors, 


Very truly yours 
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Toronto, May.30. 7977. 


President R. A. Falconer, 


University of Toronto. 

Dear President Falconer, 

Herewith I am enclosing the letter written by Mr. J. H. 
Grisdale relative to the appointment of Miss Currie. His reply 
to you does not appear to me to be very convincing. The circum- 
stances in brief are as follows: Mr. NMcCubbin, the Dominion 
Field Pathologist, located in the Niagara peninsula, was appointed 
early in May, by an arrangement between the Dominion and Ontario 
Governments, to take charge of the blister Tust situation in 
Ontario. It was understood at the time that Mr. Gussow, the 
Dominion Botanist, was, removed (though I think still retained on 
the salary roll) and that Mr. McCubbin would be directly responsible 
to Mr. Grisdale, the Director of the Experimental Farms. One of 
Mr. MecCubbin's first acts was to ask us to recommend someone 
capable of undertaking a laboratory investigation during the summer 
as described in my letter to him of May 10th. of which you have a 
copy. I recommended Miss Currie for this position; Mr. McCubbin 
confirmed the recommendation and asked for Miss Currie's appointmmt; 
the Director of the Experimental Farms refused to make the appoint- 
ment. In explanation of this action the Director of the Exper- 
imental Farms informs you that this appointee "would be expected 
at different times to accompany the White Pine Blister kust 
inspectors in their work of scouting for the disease on pines etc.", 


and that for this reason he did not consider a woman suited to the 
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position, Mr. McCubbin, recently returned from Ottawa and writing 
On the same date, offers a different explanation, stating with 
reference to an interview with the Director, "I took up naturally 
the question of the employment of assistants here. I previously 
understood that positions of junior assistants would be temporary 
but I find that they were intended to be permanent". He offers this 
as the explanation of his inability to secure the services of Miss 
Currie for the summer. In still another letter of the same date 
from McCubbin, we are asked to recommend seven or eight men for 
Summer work. To my mind this is an extraordinary situation and mé 
which as yet I am unable to understand. 
Unfortunately McCubbin has been influenced by the 
Director in this matter, and as a result has offered the position 
to one of our male graduates. Under these circumstances further 
action on our part at the present moment might do more harm than 
good, though if you think differently I shall be glad of your advice 
Thanking you for the courtesy and interest you have 


extended, 


Respectfully yours, 
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October...25.,...L9L6.797 
President R. A. Falconer, 
University of Toronto. 
Dear President Falconer, 

I request permission to use $138 of our appropriation 
for apparatus for the purchase of a dictaphone, 

The clerical work of the Department, much of which is 
connected with the incorporation of new herbarium and museum 
material into our collections many specimens of which should be 
accompanied by notes ~- especially in the case of the fungi - 
must be done in the spare moments of days more fully occupied than 
ever with classes and graduate students. (Even Saturday forenoon, 
the day for clearing up odds and ends has been given over this term 
to a class of teachers by your request). 

The appropriation for clerical assistance provides me 
with an assistant three hours a day on alternate days, but under 
existing conditions this is a too disjointed arrangement. With the 
dictaphone the difficulty can be obviated as I have found by a 
trial of one for two weeks. I am fully satisfied that the outlay 
will be the most economical disposition of the amount involved, 
in the saving in time and of money, the continuity of the work 
and the amount accomplished, in spite of the fact that it postpones 
the purchase of other apparatus equipment. The same machine, too, 
can be used by others and the cost of upkeep is next to nothing. 


Very truly yours, 
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Toronto, Feb.26, 19/7. 


The President, 
University of Toronto. 


Dear Mr. President, 

Mr. J. H. White of the Departments of Forestry and 
Botany is being offered $3000 by the Forest Service of the Ontario 
Government to fill a highly responsible position, and it is certain 
that, unless we make an effort to retain him, he will accept. 
Incidentally, I may say that he is regarded by the Government as 
the strongest man in Ontario for the pesition, and that in view 
of this they are offering $500 more than was originally intended. 

Mr. White, in the University, has been one of those 
faithful unassuming workers whose merits are apt to be overlooked. 
As an assistant, he has been a right hand man - seeing and doing 
the things that counted for the success of his department , ap- 
parently wholly without selfish thought, ever the soul of honor 
and at all times an adviser of unusual common sense, As an in- 
dependent instructor, starting with nothing in hand, he has built 
up a rich collection of great capital value to the University, 
all the product of his own efforts. To this, add the skill ofa 
teacher, which he possesses in a marked degree and one under- 
stands the respect in which he is held hy his students. 

Mr. White's publications so far have not been numerous - 
he has been too busy with the multifarious details that were con- 
nected with the organization of the Forestry Department, a large 


share of which fell on his shoulders, reviewing for the Forestry 
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The President. 
Quarterly, keeping the machinery of his department oiled, building 
up his own courses etc, Yet what he has published has been of 
excellent quality, and work now in hand to be presented for a 
doctorate will rank as one of the best researches of its kind. 
His exploratory work on Forest problems in various parts of Canada 
has shown capacity for research and a soundness of judgment which 
in the main have earned for him the recognition now shown by the 
Ontario Government, 

Whether a broader field for service lies before him in 
the position offered I do not know; but this I do know, that 
Mr. White has been of eminent value to the University, and that 
our recognition of his services has been tardy. 

In my opinion, the University should make an effort to 
retain Mr, White on its staff, by offering him an Associate- 


professorship with adequate salary. 


Respectfully yours, 


Ve 57 ane Ce 


He) 
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President R. A.Falconer, 
University of Toronto, 
Dear President Falconer, 
I recommend that Mr. N. C. Hart, M. A. be appointed to 


take charge of the work in Botany during the coming Summer Session. 


Respectfully yours, 
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